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If you think white 
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Marlins to Stanton: 
Accept trade or 
stay with stripped- 
down team, 18 
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THE LEGISLATURE 
Little-known 
1997 sex 
harassment 
case may 
serve asa 
warning 


GUANTÁNAMO BAY NAVY BASE 


mAs Florida legislators are grappling 
with how to handle a sexual harassment 
case against a powerful state senator, 
there is little precedent and few specifics 
for how to proceed. The only claim to go 
to trial against the Legislature may offer 
some insights. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 

There is only one recorded payment 
against the Florida Legislature for a sex- 
ual harassment claim, but that 20-year- 
old case could serve as a template if the 
Senate decides that allegations against 
Sen. Jack Latvala are legitimate. 

Since 1992, Florida taxpayers have paid 
$11 million in 310 sexual harassment 
settlements — from nurses exposed to a 
hostile work environment in male prisons 
to overt sexual advances from state su- 
pervisors — but only one of those pay- 
ments has been in a case directly in- 
volving the Legislature, according to data 
compiled by the Florida Department of 
Financial Services. 

A court-ordered $165,000 payment 
went to a former staffer in the now-de- 
funct Joint Legislative Management 
Committee, which oversaw House and 
Senate operations, and her lawyers in 
1997. Linda Phelps, an assistant purchas- 
ing administrator for the committee, 
complained about unwanted sexual ad- 


CAROL ROSENBERG crosenberg@miamiherald.com 


Guantanamo prison had this painting by Pakistani “forever prisoner” Mohammed Ahmed Rabbani on the wall on Dec. 10, 2016, as part 
of a display of 2016 art projects done by captives. The photo was approved for release by the U.S. military at the U.S. Navy base. 


U.S. military weighs fate 
of detainees’ artwork 


m Pentagon officials are leaning toward archiving Guantanamo 
prison art rather than burning it after a report by the Miami 
Herald stirred alarm in the arts community. 


among other things, sought to 
analyze it for secret messages. 
In the instance of some model 
ships ingeniously made by a 
Yemeni, troops went so far as 
to make and study an X-ray of 
it. Some of the more than 700 
captives who were resettled or 
repatriated were allowed to 
take some of their artwork 
with them. 

But an ongoing exhibit at 
New York’s John Jay College 


BY CAROL ROSENBERG 
crosenberg@miamiherald.com 


The idea of incinerating 
artwork made by wartime 
captives at Guantanamo Bay 
has stirred such alarm that the 
U.S. military is now discussing 
keeping and cataloging detai- 
nee art rather than burning it. 

Army Col. Lisa Garcia of the 
U.S. Southern Command, 
which oversees the 41-captive 
prison and its 1,5500-member 


staff, said Tuesday that South- 
com is recommending to the 
prison that the staff archive 
detainee artwork rather than 
discard it. 

“We have no record of 
burning detainee artwork at 
any time in the past,” Garcia 
told the Miami Herald, “and 
we are not planning to start.” 

A lawyer quoted a captive as 


saying that military officials at 
the prison in southeast Cuba 
announced earlier this month 
that artwork of detainees who 
leave the prison would be 
incinerated. 

For years the prison had 
permitted attorneys for the 
captives to take their clients’ 
art off the U.S. Navy base — 
after a security screening that, 


SEE LAWMAKERS, 2A 


See a list of the expensive sexual harassment cases, 
1992-2017, 2A 


SEE ARTWORK, 4A 


MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN CUBA 


Cuba had its lowest voter turnout in 40 
years. Is the government losing its grip? 


the government-sanctioned 
candidates. 


U.S. CONGRESS 


Curbelo, Ros-Lehtinen: 
Protect Dreamers, Or we 
won't vote for spending bill 


mA significant drop in voter 


BY NORA GAMEZ TORRES turnout in Cuba’s municipal 


ngameztorres@elnuevoherald.com 


The voter turnout for Cuba’s 
recent elections would be con- 
sidered massive most anywhere. 
But in a country under commu- 
nist rule for nearly six decades, 
Sunday’s unprecedented drop in 
the number of ballots cast shat- 
tered the illusion of unanimity at 
a time when the country faces a 
complex generational transition 
of power. 

The 85.94 percent turnout for 
island-wide municipal elections 
was the lowest participation 
since the late Fidel Castro im- 


elections shows unprecedented 
apathy as the island prepares a 
complex generational transition 
of power. 


posed a socialist version of elec- 
tions in 1976. 

Another 8.19 percent of the 
votes were left blank or an- 
nulled, according to official 
numbers made public on Mon- 
day by the president of the Na- 
tional Electoral Commission 
(NEC), Alina Balseiro. That 
represents more than 20 percent 
of the population who didn’t 
care enough to vote or rejected 


“The results show that they 
are losing their grip, that they 
are not as strong as they used to 
be,” Cuban opposition activist 
Ailer Gonzalez said. 

Sunday’s round of balloting 
was for 12,515 members of 168 
municipal People’s Power As- 
semblies, Cuba’s version of local 
governments. The process will 
conclude in February when the 
newly elected members of the 
National Assembly of People’s 
Power select the head of the 
Councils of Ministers and State. 


SEE CUBA, 4A 


m The two Republicans said they won't support a long-term spending 
bill unless Congress approves a measure resolving the immigration 
status of undocumented adults brought to the U.S. as children. 


BY DAVID SMILEY 
AND ALEX DAUGHERTY 


dsmiley@miamiherald.com 


Congress faces a Dec. 8 dead- 
line to fund the federal govern- 
ment, and Republican leaders are 
usually reliant on Democratic 
support to pass federal spending 
proposals that rankle deficit- 
conscious conservatives. 

As the deadline approaches, 


Miami Rep. Carlos Curbelo, a 
moderate Republican who usu- 
ally supports House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, said Tuesday he won’t 
support any long-term funding 
legislation unless there’s a deal 
to help undocumented young 
adults who came to the U.S. as 
young children. If enough Re- 
publicans follow Curbelo’s path, 


SEE BILL, 2A 
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